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UPDATES ON ATLANTA'S NEW ZONING ORDINANCE
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First Complete Zoning Ordinance Draft
Receives Public Review and Comment

Public comments on Draft V1, the first complete draft of our
new zoning ordinance, were received through September 2nd.
In total, we received nearly 1,000 comments submitted through
the project website, by email, and even a few by mail. Comments
covered a wide range of topics, but most related to:

»  Suggestions to clarify specific standards

»  Existing on-street parking issues in the Pine Hills
neighborhood

»  The proposed definition of “household”

»  Concerns about not rezoning the city as part
of this process

»  Proposed updates to the Development Review
Committee (DRC) procedures

We are reviewing all comments carefully and using them to
refine and improve Draft V2.

® © 06 06 06 06 06 06 0 0 0 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o 00

Putting the New Ordinance Draft to the Test

In September and October, we tested Draft VI on 27 real-world
development projects across the city, ranging from single-unit
homes to mixed-use buildings. Each project was reviewed for
zoning compliance as if the new code were already in place.
The goal was to understand clarity, usability, and overall outcomes.
Testing was completed by both people familiar with the draft
and people seeing it for the first time.

Overall, the feedback was very positive. Most testers found the
new code easier to use and faster to administer—after a short
learning curve.

Testing concluded with a public “Help Desk” event in late
October. Atlanta residents, businesses, and property owners
were invited to submit plans in advance and meet with the
consultant team and City staff to review them. Nearly 60
stakeholders participated, most from the development, legal,
and design professions.

We are very encouraged by the results of the testing process.
It highlighted several opportunities to make the draft code
even more user-friendly, and we will be incorporating these
improvements into Draft V2.
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LATE 2020 - MID 2021

ATL Zoning 2.0 is a comprehensive, multi-year process
to rewrite an existing, 40 year old Zoning Ordinance
that no longer meets Atlanta’s present and future needs.
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Draft V2 Coming December 19, 2025

December 2025
www.atlzoning.com

We're now working hard to update the zoning ordinance based
on everything we learned from the Draft V1 review and testing.
These changes will be reflected in Draft V2, which will be the
version shared for formal adoption.

Draft V2 will also include a new Official Zoning Map. This map
updates the names of all existing zoning districts to match the
new ATL Zoning 2.0 system. The map will also keep in place any
zoning conditions associated with rezonings that were introduced
and adopted in 2000 or later.

Both documents will be posted on the project website, and the
public will be able to share comments through April 8, 2026.
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Adoption Process Begins in Early 2026

Once Draft V2 and the Official Zoning Map are complete, the
current adoption schedule is expected to be:

»  Introduction: January 2026

»  NPU Review: February and March 2026

»  Zoning Review Board Public Hearing: April 2026
»  Draft V3: April/May 2026

»  City Council: May 2026

All dates are subject to change. Please see the project website
for updates. If the new Zoning Code is adopted, it will become
effective approximately 30 days later.
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